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EDITORIAL 
The present volume is dedicated to Professor Miroslav Katetov, one of the most 
prominent Czechoslovak mathematicians, on the occasion of his seventieth birthday. 
M. Katetov is well known to the international mathematical community as a 
distinguished specialist in topology and functional analysis and an expert in several 
other mathematical disciplines. 
It is not the aim of this note to give a survey and analysis of Katetov’s scientific 
accomplishments. For this, we refer the interested reader to Czechoslovak Math. J. 
38( 113) (1988) 181-190. Here we attempt simply to recall the milestones of his life, 
as well as the characteristic features of his activities for the benefit of Czechoslovak 
and world science. 
M. Katetov was born on March 17, 1918 in Belinskii (USSR). He came to 
Czechoslovakia when he was five years old. After completing high school in Prague 
he decided to study mathematics at Charles University. During his studies he shifted 
to insurance mathematics, which was at that time the only available “non-peda- 
gogical” specialization in mathematics, but through independent study he acquired 
a solid knowledge of general topology. His dissertation in this field was favorably 
assessed by Professors V. Jarnik and M. Kiissler in 1939, but graduation had to be 
postponed until after World War II because of the forced closing of Czech univer- 
sities by the Nazis. During the war Katetov took a job in the Institute for Human 
Labor, which was concerned with various aspects of ergonomics. Here he gained 
an intimate familiarity with applications of mathematical methods in psychology. 
The public at large has known Katetov also as an outstanding chessplayer (Master 
1938, Master FIDE 1950), though he later gave up chess in order to devote himself 
fully to mathematics. 
Katetov was appointed Associated Professor in 1950 and Full Professor in 1953. 
When the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences was founded in 1952, he was elected 
Corresponding Member, and in 1962 Ordinary Member-Academician. He was the 
first Dean of the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics after its separation from the 
Faculty of Science, Rector of Charles University for the period 1953-1957, and 
Director of the Mathematical Institute of Charles University in 1960-1970. In 
1962-1964, after the foundation of the Scientific Board for Mathematics of the 
Academy, he served as its chairman, and from 1965 through 1969 he was a member 
of the Presidium of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. 
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In view of M. Katetov’s lasting enthusiasm for mathematics and his firm health, 
Czechoslovak mathematicians hope and believe that for many years to come they 
will continue to profit from his knowledge, experience and wisdom. 
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